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WHY IS ALL SAINTS' DAY SUCH A SPECIAL
EVENT IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH?
The traditional date for the observance of All Saints' Day is
November 1. This year it falls on the first Sunday in November.
All Saints' Day is a very special festival, one that enriches the
worship lives of all who observe it. It is a day on which we are
edified by the lives of the saints of ancient times. We recall the
faithful men and women of both Testaments of the Bible and
praise God for their examples.
In addition to the saints of Scripture, the church's nearly 2,000year history is full of the stories of faithful Christians, some well
known (like Augustine or Luther), but the vast majority known
only to God. We commemorate these holy ones as well.
However, we also remember the saints of the less distant past.
Many congregations memorialize those parishioners who were
called to be with the Lord in recent years, particularly in the last
year. An All Saints' Day worship service can therefore be an
especially personal celebration as each one of us recalls the
loved ones, friends, and mentors now living in heaven whose
faith in Christ inspired us and gave us joy.

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service
Wed. 6:30 pm

Finally, on this day we glorify God not just for the faithfulness of
the saints, but most of all for His faithfulness to the saints. All
Saints' Day can be seen as the summation of the great church
festivals and seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent,
Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost because it reminds us that it
is only by the perfect life and saving death of Jesus Christ that
Christians are made saints in the sight of the God.

A Message from Pastor Gail
Give Thanks

Give thanks
With a grateful heart
Give thanks
To the Holy One
Give thanks
Because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son
Give thanks
These words are part of the chorus of a contemporary Christian worship song
that for me summarizes much of what Thanksgiving Day is all about. In 1623,
the Pilgrims who had survived from the Mayflower, understood this very well. In
his first official proclamation, from the Plymouth Colony, Gov. William Bradford
made this formal declaration.
“Inasmuch as the great Father has given us an abundant
harvest, …has spared us from pestilence and disease, and
has granted us freedom to worship God according to the
dictates of our own conscience. I, your magistrate, do
proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with (their) families, do
gather at ye meeting house, … between the hours of 9-12
in the daytime, on Thursday, Nov., 1623, … to listen to ye
pastor and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for
all His blessings.”
Thanksgiving can lead to thankful living (Thanksliving). Let’s try to make
it a daily habit!
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Pastor Gail
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Church Council Report

Operation Christmas Child
Abiding Savior will
once again participate in
Samaritan's Purse
Operation Christmas
Child Shoeboxes. This
outreach program
provides an expression of
God's love to a child and may be the only gift
the child receives.

Highlights from the October council meeting.
● The Call Committee has accepted Rev. Gail
Sherin's request to become a permanent
parttime Pastor of Abiding Savior.
● On Reformation Sunday we will receive
Kathryn Garcia and Kevin Sherin as new
members to Abiding Savior. A covered
dish luncheon will follow the service.
● Nominating Committee. A search to replace
two current council members who have
completed their term in office. (If you are
interested, contact the church office.)
●Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service will be
held on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
●The 1st Sunday in December has been
designated as Committment Sunday.

The gifts are categorized by gender, boy/girl
and by age: 2-4, 5-9, 10-14.
.

The boxes, along with a label, are located in
the narthex.
You may also pick up an expanded list of gift
suggestions. If you would prefer to donate a few
individual items, rather than pack an entire
shoebox, please drop those items in the
container by the boxes.

*******************************

News from

This year we cannot include:

Men’s Fellowship / Anna Circle

Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items;
scary or war-related items such as toy guns, knives,
or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls
or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or
liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins;
breakable items such as snow globes or glass
containers; aerosol cans.

The Men’s Fellowship together with Anna
Circle held a breakfast meeting on Saturday,
October 8.
Due to the decline in membership, Anna Circle
has decided to disband. A motion was made
and accepted to change the name of the Men's
Fellowship group, to be all inclusive. The men
and women of Abiding Savior will now get
together on a monthly basis under the name
ABIDING SAVIOR FELLOWSHIP. The group
will also meet on a new day of the month; the
second Wednesday at 8:30 am.

We are asking that you return your
items/shoeboxes to the church on or before
Sunday, November 13
A donation of $10/box is suggested to cover
shipping and other project costs.
Thank you for your support of this
Outreach Program.

We discussed the Spaghetti Dinner Fund
Raiser to be held on Friday, Nov. 4.
Time: 4:30 - 6:30 pm. Ticket Price: $10.00.
Tickets go in sale Sunday, Oct. 16

*******************************************

Distribution of Proceeds:
Church Contingency Fund
Angels Care Center (Project Love)
Women's Resource Center
Charity to be determined

The Season of Advent
begins on
Sunday, November 27

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday,
November 9, 8:30am at Schalamar Golf Resort.
All men and women are welcome to join us.

*****************************************
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Christ the King Sunday
November 20
Christ the King Sunday is celebrated on the
last Sunday of ordinary time (last Sunday
after Pentecost), before the beginning
of Advent that starts the new Church Year.
As the last Sunday of the Christian Church
Year, Christ the King Sunday is the climax
and conclusion of the Church’s liturgical journey
through the life of Christ and the Gospel
message. Its purpose is to celebrate the coming
reign of Christ as King of the Earth and his
completion of the renewed creation that marks
the fullness of the Kingdom of God. That hope
is born from the entire life of Christ and his
teachings that have been celebrated in the
seasons of the Church Year during the past
twelve months. In celebrating the Reign of
Christ the King, this Sunday also provides an
appropriate bridge to the new Church Year that
begins the following Sunday on the first Sunday
of Advent with an emphasis on hope and
expectation, the longing for the coming of the
Kingdom of God amid the darkness of a sinful
world.

We are called as God’s stewards to manage that
which belongs to God. While God has
graciously entrusted us with the care,
development, and enjoyment of everything he
owns as his stewards, we are responsible to
manage his holdings well and according to his
desires and purposes.
You will be receiving a Stewardship letter which
will include:
● Time & Talent Form
● Commitment Card for 2023
● Step-Up Chart
● Financial Statement
Please take this opportunity to see where you
can be of service with your time & talents.
On the subject of managing our financial
responsibilities, kindly use the Step-Up Chart
as a guide for making your commitment.

*******************************************

We ask that you submit the Time & Talent Form
and Commitment Card on....

Commitment Sunday, December 4.

Abiding Savior Outreach Ministry
and Bob Smith invites you to a

Thanksgiving Dinner
1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
This year the dinners will be purchased at
Publix Super Market.

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service

Don't spend Thanksgiving Day alone.
Bring family and friends and
enjoy a day of fellowship.

Wednesday, Nov. 23
6:30 pm

If you are interested, sign up in the narthex.
The cost per complete meal will be
between $10.00 and $15.00.
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November Birthdays
5
9
10
13

Dori Rivera
William Stein
Gloria Sweimler
Chris Hazelwood
Donald Juelich
27 Suzanne Monzon

Angels Care Center
of Eloise
GOD’S PEOPLE CARING FOR GOD’S
PEOPLE

There is an “Angels Care Center Box” located in the
narthex, where you can place donations.

November Anniversaries

Kit-Making Needs

11 Jeremy Denslinger & Cynthia Kerns
13 Bob & Aracely Buchholz

First Aid Kits: Band-aids, wet wipes, small
soaps, washcloths, Q-tips,
cotton balls, small bacterial soap or hand
sanitizer, Kleenex, etc

Did we miss your Birthday or Anniversary?
Help us to update our records
by contacting the office: 294-2829

Toiletry Kits: Shampoo, soap, deodorant,
razors, toothbrush and toothpaste, combs,
lotion, hand gel, washcloths, small samples
from hotel/motets, dental floss, etc.

2022 Financial Report

Children's "Jesus Kits': Coloring sheets with
Biblical themes, crayons, stickers, small books,
small containers of Play Doh, toy cars, hair
clips.

Year-to-date thru September

Budget - $89,522
Income 89,298
Expenses - 91,619

Miscellaneous: Zip lock bags (snack, quart and
gallon sizes)
The food deposited in the "barrel" in the narthex
is being delivered to Angels Care/Project Love.
They extend to Abiding Savior their deepest
gratitude for the generous donations.

"We asked God to bless this LAST night!"

Orphan Grain Train is a recognized service
organization of the Lutheran Church

Deadline for December Newsletter
Kindly submit items by Nov. 22 to:
John Bardenhagen.
E-mail: johnbardsr@gmail.com

The first Sunday of each month
is designated as

Spare Change Sunday
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the truth about God. When we are cold,
separated, and distant from those around us,
we communicate that God is cold, separated,
and distant. When we are warm, loving, and
gracious, we put the gospel on display. This
type of hospitality which testifies to the
character of our God, has always been a
hallmark of God’s people.

DISCIPLESHIP - 3
Bob Smith - Outreach Ministry

So far we have looked at Be Intentional and
Be Aware. This month we will cover the last
part, Be Hospitable. “Practice vocational
discipleship”
Deep down, every Christian wants to make a
difference. But for many of us, the years come
and go and we never do. The good news is
change can be as simple as opening your front
door.

Conclusion:
Imagine people who love one another enough
that they will not allow any need to go unmet,
that they will be truthful enough to confront
each other no matter what the coast. Picture a
community that collectively finds joy even in the
midst of tragedy.

A good place to start is in our home this can be
the greatest environment that exists to create
and cultivate community. By practicing
hospitality in our homes is a practical
outworking of the gospel into our everyday
lives. Biblical hospitality is not complicated, but
it is hard. Too often we think of hospitality as a
meal, but Jesus had a much bigger plan. The
secret weapon for gospel advancement is
hospitality, and it can be practice where you live
home, apartment, a high-rise or a dorm.

This is what can happen when you love your
actual neighbor. Communities and cities can be
transformed by the simple obedience of a small
group of followers who put others’ needs above
their own. The way to love your neighbors and
lead your church to do the same is
“Be Intentional, Be Aware, and Be Hospitable”
this is what Jesus meant when He said “Love
the Lord your God and Love your neighbor as
yourself”

The Simplest Way to change the world is about
biblical hospitality and is power for the gospel.
Since people will sooner enter a living room
than a church, hospitality is a natural and
effective way to build relationships for Christ.
Home could be the hub for the community, it
leads to joy, purpose, and belonging. Families
will grow in their love of the things of God.
Hospitality is a beautiful legacy for the church
and a great way to make disciples. When you
open your life up to others, you share in the
very character of God and experience His joy.
You get to witness lives change – including
yours.

SUNDAY MORNING

Adult

Bible Class

The adult class will resume on

January 8 - 8:45am
The class will continue with the study of the
series called "Characters".

We should remember that the entire Bible is the
story of God’s hospitality. Hospitality is not
some stuffed outdated practice. It is clearly a
biblical idea of utmost importance, because it is
the primary way we tell the astounding that God
hasn’t given up on us. Any time we practice
hospitality we follow in the steps of our loving
and hospitable God. Here’s the potentially scary
part: because of our role in representing God to
the world.

Characters is an exploration of the Bible
through the lives of its people.
Please plan to join us as we take a deeper
dive in God's word.

***********************************************

When we don’t walk in hospitality, we do not tell
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE

November
Communion
Assistants

Acolytes

6 - John Bardenhagen
20 - Katie Bicker

Greeters

Lectors

Ushers

Denice Gaudette
Doris King
Pat Roberge

6 - Angela Ganzy
13 - M. Rosa Bushman
20 - James Ganzy
27 - Carolyn Smith

John Bardehagen
Bob Buchholz
Otto Kohler
Kevin Sherin

Altar Flowers-

Altar Committee

6 - Ganzy - In honor of grandson Vinny 1st Birthday
Judy Black - God's Blessings
13 - Gloria Sweimler - In memory of Art
Bob & Aracely Buchholz - Celebrating 51st anniversary
20 - John & Herta Bardenhagen- In memory of John's sister, Joan
Judy Black - God's Blessings
27 - Dave Wiemer - God Bless
Open

Sun

Mon

Tue

John Bardenhagen
Bob Buchholz

Church Lockup
Cade Bicker

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Choir Rehear. 5pm

6

7

8

All Saints Sunday
Worship 10:00
Communion

9
Abiding Savior
Fellowship 8:30am
Schalamar
Choir Rehear. 5pm

13

14

23rd Sun. Pentecost
Worship 10:00

20

15
Council Mtg.
6:00pm

21

Choir Rehear. 5pm

22

Christ the King
Worship 10:00
Communion

27

16

23
Choir Rehear. 5pm
Thanksgiving Eve
Service 6:30 pm

28

29

30

1st Sunday Advent
Worship 10:00
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Thanksgiving Day
Dinner Fellowship
Hall

The Rev. Gail L. Sherin
Pastor
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, NALC
1910 Havendale Blvd.NW
Winter Haven, FL 33881-1235
Phone: 863.294.2829 Fax: 863.299.4193
E-mail: AbidSav1910@gmail.com
Web Site: abidingsaviorlutheran.net

ABIDING SAVIOR COUNCIL MEMBERS
Bill Baker, President
Kathie Youtsler, Vice President
Bob Buchholz, Treasurer
Lisa Baker, Recording Secretary
Katie Bicker, Worship & Music
Cade Bicker, Member-at-Large
Judy Black, Member-at-Large

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
Wednesday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

SUNDAY WORSHIP –

10:00 am

299-1265
326-9892
294-2807
299-1265
224-9427
299-2803
292-9943

CHURCH SECRETARY - Mary Kerns
OUTREACH MINISTRY - Bob Smith

Holy Communion celebrated
First and Third Sundays

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church
1910 Havendale Blvd. NW
Winter Haven, FL 33881-1235
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